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HSGHLSGHTS  (in  Chronological  order)  OF  . . . 
PENNSYLVA^^IA^S  WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION  HISTORY 


1643 — Swedes  established  the  first  permanent  settle- 
ment within  the  present  limits  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  in  1643  fixed  their  capital  at 
Tinicum,  Bucks  County. 

1681 —  March  4 — Charter  granted  by  King  Charles 
II  of  England  to  William  Penn  to  found  a 
colony  in  new  world,  which  later  became 
known  as  Penns  Woods  or  Pennsylvania. 

1682 —  October  29 — Penn  landed  in  Pennsylvania 
at  Chester. 

1682 —  December  7 — The  Great  Law  was  enacted. 
This  code  of  laws  became  the  fundamental 
basis  of  the  government. 

1683 —  Hunting  permitted  on  all  lands  under  William 
Penn’s  Charter.  1683 — First  bounty  offered 
on  wolves — 10  and  15  shillings. 

1701 — October  28 — Charter  of  Privileges  was 
adopted — the  basic  law  of  the  province  until 
1776. 

1721 — August  26 — Pennsylvania’s  first  Game  Law 
enacted  by  Sir  William  Keith — Governor  of 
the  Province.  It  protected  deer  only — Jan- 
uary 1 to  July  1 — Fine  20  shillings. 

1730 — Pennsylvania  rifle  developed  by  John  Doll, 
in  York — Strutzel,  Lefevre  and  others  in  Lan- 
caster, York  and  Lebanon  Counties — erro- 
neously called  “The  Kentucky  Rifle.” 

1749 — Squirrels — red  and  gray — were  classed  as 
predators,  and  bounty  placed  on  them  at  rate 
of  three  pence  a head. 

1776 — July  4 — The  province  declared  its  independ- 
ence of  England. 

1776 — ^September  28 — Adoption  of  the  first  Penn- 
sylvania Constitution. 

1776-1790 — Pennsylvania  was  governed  by  a Su- 
preme Executive  Council. 

1790 — Revision  of  the  State  Constitution  and  its 
further  development. 
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1776-1799 — Thomas  Mifflin  was  elected  the  first 
governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

1790-1800 — Philadelphia  was  the  capital  of  the 
United  States. 

1850-1885 — Venison  and  other  game  was  placed  on 
free  lunch  counters  of  better  saloons  in  Pitts- 
burgh and  Philadelphia. 

1867 — Last  native  elk  killed  in  Pennsylvania  about 
this  time. 

1869 —  Blinds  first  prohibited  for  taking  upland 
game,  and  baiting,  trapping  or  snaring  of 
game  birds  was  forbidden. 

1870 —  Mastodon  remains  found  in  Port  Kennedy 
Cave  near  Valley  Forge  and  in  Huntingdon 
County  near  Saltillo. 

1873 — First  comprehensive  Wildlife  Act  passed. 

1873 — Dogs  first  barred  from  running  deer  and  elk. 

1873 — Unlawful  to  use  ferrets  in  hunting  game. 

1875 — Act  passed  prohibiting  killing  or  disturbing 
passenger  pigeons  on  roosts  or  nesting 
grounds — nonresident  required  to  pay  ^50 
for  license  to  trap  or  net  these  birds. 

1878 — Sunday  game  hunting  first  prohibited.  Un- 
lawful to  kill  wild  ducks  and  geese  with  a 
swivel  or  punt  gun. 

1883 — Removal  of  protection  from  English  sparrow. 

1885 — “Scalp  Act”  passed,  w'hich  enlarged  bounty 
list,  by  adding  weasels,  hawks,  and  all  but 
three  species  of  owds. 

1887 — “Scalp  Act”  repealed  because  of  frauds  and 
useless  slaughter  of  hawks  and  owls — 180,000 
killed  in  2-year  period. 

1889 —  Enactment  of  the  original  law  protecting  song 
and  insectivorous  birds. 

1890 —  Pennsylvania  State  Sportsmen’s  Association 
formed  at  Corry. 

189-4 — “Bird  Day”  first  observed  in  public  schools 
at  Oil  City. 

1895 — Act  creating  the  Board  of  Game  Commis- 
sioners. 
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1896 — First  Game  Commissioners  appointed  (6)  — 
to  begin  service  November  17. 

1896 —  November  17  to  July  7,  1898 — Dr.  B.  H. 
Warren,  of  West  Chester,  served  as  first  Sec- 
retary of  Game  Commission. 

1897 —  First  extradition  from  another  State  (New 
Jersey)  made  for  a Game  Law  violation. 

1897 — Night  hunting  of  ruffed  grouse  first  banned. 

1897 — First  appropriation  authorized  by  Legisla- 
ture for  game  administration  (postage  only) 
$800  for  two  years. 

1897- — Salt  licks  for  killing  deer  and  hunting  them 
with  deer  hounds  first  forbidden. 

1897 —  Sale  of  game  birds  killed  in  Pennsylvania 
made  illegal;  spring  shooting  of  wild  ducks 
prohibited. 

1898 —  July  8 — to  his  death  August  10,  1919,  Dr. 
Joseph  Kalbfus,  of  Harrisburg,  served  as 
the  second  Secretary  of  Game  Commission. 

1901 — Nonresident  Hunter’s  License  first  established 
— fee  $10. 

1903 — Passage  of  the  law  protecting  beavers. 

1905 — The  first  Game  Refuge  Law. 

1905 — Pennsylvania  was  the  first  State  to  protect 
black  bears. 

1905 —  Buckshot  banned  for  deer  hunting. 

1906 —  In  this  year  14  Game  Protectors  were  shot 
at:  7 were  hit;  3 were  killed;  3 seriously 
wounded;  1 slightly  injured;  1 citizen  killed 
while  helping  Game  Commission. 

1906 —  Deer  first  stocked  (50  from  Michigan). 

1907 —  The  first  Pennsylvania  Buck  Law  was  passed; 
under  the  Buck  Law  of  1907  does  were  given 
absolute  protection. 

1907 — Passage  of  the  law  prohibiting  the  use  of 
automatic  guns  in  hunting  game.  (Pennsyl- 
vania was  the  first  State  to  bar  these  guns.) 

1907 — Night  hunting  prohibited  for  all  protected 
game  birds. 

1909 — Passage  of  the  law  prohibiting  aliens  from 
owning  guns  in  Pennsylvania. 

1909 — Bucks  declared  legal  with  “horns  visible 
above  the  hair.” 


4 


1909 — Use  of  Wild  Turkey  call  forbidden  until  1937. 

1911 — The  use  of  steel  traps  in  taking  bears  was 
prohibited. 

1913 — April  17 — Resident  Hunter’s  License  Law 
enacted.  (Fee — $1.00). 

1913 — Bucks  declared  legal  with  antlers  two  inches 
above  the  hair. 

1913 — The  first  revised  effective  Bounty  Law  was 
passed. 

1913-1923 — Hunting  license  tags  made  of  Fabrikoid. 

1915 — Ringneck  pheasants  first  stocked  in  large 
numbers  in  Pennsylvania. 

1915 — The  system  of  paying  bounty  was  changed 
to  that  of  the  present  method  of  handling  all 
claims  through  the  Game  Commission  at 
Harrisburg. 

1915 — Passage  of  the  law  prohibiting  aliens  from 
owning  dogs  in  Pennsylvania.  Repealed 
April  5,  1957. 

1915 — The  use  of  pitfalls  and  pens  in  taking  bears 
was  prohibited. 

1915 — June — First  two  years’  accumulation  of 
money  in  Hunter’s  License  Fund  made  avail- 
able to  Commission — $282,981.56. 

1917— The  Auxiliary  Game  Refuge  Law  was  passed. 

1917 — Unlawful  to  shoot  game  of  any  kind  from 
an  automobile. 

1917 — The  first  camp  limit  for  deer  was  established; 
removed  in  1950. 

1917 — July  11 — Act  was  passed  amending  original 
law  establishing  a Came  Fund  by  making  all 
monies  available  to  Game  Commission  as 
soon  as  paid  into  State  Treasury,  instead  of 
by  specific  appropriation  every  two  years. 
This  amendment  also  included  all  balances  in 
the  Game  Fund  at  this  time. 

1917 — Night  hunting  of  all  game  animals,  except- 
ing raccoons,  forbidden. 

1917 — Beavers  first  stocked  in  Pennsylvania,  a pair 
from  Wisconsin. 

1919 — August  10 — Dr.  Joseph  Kalbfus,  Executive 
Secretary,  and  “Woody”  Kelly,  Field  Super- 
intendent of  Game  Refuges,  were  killed  in 
an  automobile  accident  at  a railroad  crossing 
in  Warren  County  when  their  car  w’as  struck 
by  a train. 
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1919  The  Legislature  passed  a law  authorizing  the 
Game  Commission  to  purchase  lands  to  be 
known  as  State  Game  Lands,  and  to  be  used 
for  game  refuges  and  public  hunting  grounds. 

1920 —  First  State  Game  Lands  purchased  (No.  25 — 
Elk  County). 

1920  First  Field  Conference  of  all  officers  except- 
ing Refuge  Keepers  was  held  at  Harrisburg 
in  August. 

1921 —  Penalty  provided  for  shooting  a person  in 
mistake  for  wild  game. 

1921  Bucks  declared  legal  with  antlers  four  inches 
above  the  top  of  the  skull. 

1923  All  Game  Laws  were  codified,  and  since  then 
they  have  been  known  as  “The  Game  Laws 
of  Pennsylvania.”  (Approved  May  24,  1923, 
P.  L.  359.)  (License  fee  increased  to  $1.25.) 

1923— Landowners  given  right  to  kill  deer  for  dam- 
age to  crops. 

1923— December  4,  largest  bear  on  record  killed 
near  Milford,  Pike  County,  weight,  633  lbs.— 
hog-dressed,  538  lbs. — total  length,  9 feet. 

1923 — Herons  put  on  list  of  protected  birds.  Pre- 
viously protected  by  Federal  Law  only. 

1923 — Second  School  of  Instruction  and  Field  Con- 
ference for  all  field  officers  of  the  Commission 
was  held  at  Crystal  Springs  Club  in  Clearfield 
County  in  August. 

1923  The  first  Special  Doe  License  Law  was  passed 
fee  $5.00.  (The  act  of  1923  also  was  the 
first  law  making  it  illegal  to  kill  bucks  unless 
they  had  two  or  more  points  to  one  antler. 
But  it  provided  that  a deer  with  an  antler 
six  or  more  inches  long  without  points, 
measuring  from  top  of  skull,  shall  be  con- 
sidered legal.) 

1923 — (3ame  Commission  given  authority  to  estab- 
lish antlerless  deer  season. 

1923  The  first  deer-proof  fence  law  was  enacted. 

1923 — The  first  open  season  on  elk. 

1923 — Fur  Dealer’s  License  created. 

1923 — Raven  put  on  protected  list. 

1923 — Hen  pheasants  were  protected. 
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1923 — Nonresident  Hunter’s  License  fee  increased 
from  $10  to  $15. 

1923 —  Game  Commission  first  given  authority  to 
revoke  hunter’s  Ucenses. 

1924p — Third  Special  Conference  and  School  of  In- 
struction for  all  field  employes  of  the  Com- 
mission was  held  at  Conneaut  Lake,  August 
4-5-6. 

1924 —  First  written  examinations  given  to  select 
men  for  position  of  Game  Protector. 

1924 —  Hunting  license  tags  made  of  aluminum. 

1925 —  The  Fourth  Conference  and  School  of  In- 
struction for  all  field  employes  of  the  Com- 
mission was  held  at  the  Park  Hotel,  Williams- 
port, July  13-14-15. 

1925 — First  law  permitting  farmers  to  retain  deer 
for  food  when  killed  because  of  damage  to 
crops. 

1925-1941 — Hunting  license  tags  made  of  tin  plate. 

1925 — Game  Commission  first  given  discretionary 
power  to  fix  seasons  and  bag  limits. 

1925 — Cost  of  Antlerless  Deer  Permit  redueed  from 
$5  to  $2. 

1925 — Bear  cubs  were  first  protected. 

1925 — Deer  Law  amended  to  declare  a buck  illegal 
unless  it  has  two  or  more  points  to  one  antler. 

1927 — The  Fifth  Conference  and  School  of  Instruc- 
tion was  held  at  the  Capitol  in  Harrisburg, 
October  5-6-7. 

1927 — Deer,  antlerless,  killed  by  special  agents  of 
Game  Commission  in  two  eounties  beeause  of 
overabundance — Cumberland  139;  Lycom- 
ing 46 — total  185. 

1927 —  Resident  hunter’s  license  fee  increased  to  $2, 
with  75  cents  from  fee  earmarked  for  land 
purchase  and  management  program. 

1928 —  Propagation  of  game  first  undertaken  by 
Game  Commission  by  having  refuge  keepers 
raise  ringneck  pheasants  from  eggs  supplied 
them. 

1928 — First  State-wide  season  on  antlerless  deer, 
except  16  counties  closed.  (Minimum  weight 
50  lbs.  dressed.) 
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1929 — July — ^First  monthly  Service  Bulletin  of  Game 
Commission  published  in  mimeographed 
form. 

1929 — August  24 — Jordan  State  Game,  near  Har- 
lansburg,  Lawrence  County,  dedicated  for 
propagation  of  ringneck  pheasants.  Aban- 
doned in  1946 — operations  transferred  to 
Western  Game  Farm  near  Cambridge 
Springs,  Crawford  County. 

1929  September  21 — Eastern  Game  Farm,  near 
Schwenksville,  Montgomery  County,  dedi- 
cated for  propagation  of  quail  and  ringneck 
pheasants. 

1929  Field  Officers  of  Commision  first  uniformed. 

1929  Game  lawfully  killed  was  made  subject  of 
larceny. 

1929 —  Bow  and  arrow  legalized  for  hunting  game. 

1929  Responsibility  for  the  issuance  of  hunting 

licenses  placed  in  the  Department  of  Reve- 
nue. 

1929  Department  of  Revenue  given  power  to  re- 
voke hunters  licenses  upon  recommendation 
of  Game  Commission. 

1930  April  First  Game  News  published  in  mimeo- 
graphed form. 

1930 —  The  Sixth  Field  Conference  and  School  of 
Instruction  for  all  field  officers  in  uniform 
was  held  at  Mt.  Gretna  in  the  early  fall. 

1930  Juniata  Wild  Turkey  Farm  operations  started 
near  Honey  Grove.  Abandoned  in  1945 — 
operations  transferred  to  State  Wild  Turkey 
Farm,  Barbours,  Lycoming  County. 

1931  Elk  given  protection.  (No  open  season  there 
after.) 

1931 —  Present  hunting  license  year  established — 
September  1 to  August  31. 

1931 — Ruffed  grouse  made  the  “State  Game  Bird.” 

1931 — Quail  propagation  first  started  at  Eastern 
Game  Farm. 

1931  First  open  season  on  both  buck  and  doe  deer, 
with  spike  bucks  only  protected.  Kill — 
24,796  bucks;  70,255  antlerless  deer — total 
95,051. 
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1932 — The  first  in-service  training  classes  were  held 
at  the  Training  School  between  July  31  and 
September  11 — six  one- week  classes,  with  a 
total  of  139  field  officers  attending. 

1932 —  April — -First  Game  News  printed — circula- 
tion— 5,000. 

1933- 1934 — C.W.A.,  C.C.C.  and  W.P.A.  spent 

$4,000,000  on  expansion  of  Game  Lands. 

1933 — The  raccoon  was  declared  a game  animal. 

1933 —  Inauguration  of  program  giving  day-old 
pheasant  chicks  to  Sportsmen’s  Clubs. 

1934 —  August  1 — Loyalsock  Game  Farm  near  Mon- 
toursville,  Lycoming  County,  dedicated  for 
propagation  of  ringneck  pheasants. 

1934 — -The  first  open  trapping  season  on  beaver. 

1934 —  Ringneck  pheasants  first  stocked  in  large 
numbers. 

1935 —  L^se  of  dogs  prohibited  in  hunting  and 
chasing  bears. 

1935 —  First  migratory  waterfowl  refuge  in  State 
established  at  the  Pymatuning  Dam. 

1936 —  Permanent  Conservation  Training  School  es- 
tablished. 

1936 — Cooperative  Farm-Game  Program  started  by 
regulation  of  the  Commission,  based  on  Aux- 
iliary Refuge  Law. 

1936 — First  student  class  enrolled  in  Training 
School — -believed  to  be  the  first  group  of  its 
kind  in  the  world — -July  2 to  February  28, 
1937  with  27  men  graduating. 

1936 —  Sales  of  timber  from  State  Game  Lands  first 
authorized. 

1937 —  Second  student  class  enrolled  in  Training 
School — June  20-February  28,  1938 — with 
25  Pennsylvania  men  and  2 men  from  Con- 
servation Department  of  North  Carolina  com- 
pleting the  course. 

1937 — First  Dog  Training  Preserves  established  in 
State  in  Elk  and  Montgomery  Counties. 

1937 — Archery  Preserves  first  established — (2)  — 
one  in  Forest  and  one  in  Sullivan  County. 
Abandoned  July  1,  1954. 

1937 — The  Game  Law  recodified — Act  of  June  3, 
1937,  P.  L.  1225. 
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1937 — Game  Propagation  Areas  authorized  by  law. 

1937 — Unlawful  to  use  firearms  or  bow  and  arrow 
while  intoxicated,  or  under  the  influence  of 
drugs. 

1937 — Possession  of  loaded  guns  in  automobiles  or 
other  vehicles  forbidden. 

1937 — Game  Commission  again  given  the  authori- 
zation to  revoke  hunting  licenses  instead  of 
the  Department  of  Revenue. 

1937 — Groundhogs — or  Woodchucks — first  classed 
as  game  and  given  protection. 

1937 — Accident  reports  to  Game  Commission  re- 
quired within  72  hours  from  person  causing 
injury  to  himself  or  another  while  hunting 
or  trapping. 

1937 — Game  Commission  given  broader  power  in 
the  establishment  of  seasons  and  bag  limits. 

1937 — Game  Commission  given  authority  to  pro- 
vide for  bounty  payments. 

1937 — Title  of  Administrative  Officer  of  Game  Com- 
mission changed  from  Executive  Secretary  to 
Executive  Director. 

1937 — Board  of  Game  Commissioners  changed  to 
Pennsylvania  Game  Commission. 

1937 — Terms  of  Game  Commissioners  increased 
from  six  to  eight  years. 

1937-38 — First  statewide  winter  game  trapping  and 
transfer  program  inaugurated. 

1937 — Unlawful  to  use  more  than  three  shells  at  a 
time  in  a magazine  shotgun  or  pump  gun. 

1937 — Law  enacted  providing  for  the  establishment 
of  Regulated  Shooting  Grounds. 

1937 —  Unlawful  to  shoot  or  discharge  a firearm 
within  safety  zone  of  150  yards  of  occupied 
buildings,  without  permission  of  the  owner. 

1938 —  First  statewide  season  for  antlerless  deer 
only — kill  171,622. 

1939 —  Game  Commission  reorganization — effective 
January  1. 

1939 — Appointment  of  Game  Commissioners  from 
8 specified  geographical  Districts. 

1939 — Guns  discharging  a .22  or  .25  caliber  rim 
fire  cartridge  prohibited  in  killing  big  game. 

1939 — Special  Wildlife  Refuge  Projects  authorized. 
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1939 —  Cost  of  Antlerless  Deer  Permits  reduced  from 
$2  to  $1. 

1940 —  All-time  high  kill  of  deer  made — -1<S6,575. 
Spike  bucks  only  protected. 

1941 —  Provision  made  for  permit  to  retain  flesh 
of  big  game  for  six  months  period  at  a cost 
of  $1. 

1941 — Third  student  class  enrolled  in  Training 
School — June  7-February  28,  1942 — with  24 
men  graduating. 

1941—  Special  dog  training  areas  authorized. 

1942 —  To  present  date.  Hunting  license  tags  made 
of  vulcanized  fibre. 

1942 — Hunters  were  urged  to  donate  deer  skins,  and 
their  sale  was  also  sanctioned,  to  make  vests 
for  members  of  armed  forces. 

1942 —  Commission  given  authority  to  change  daily 
hunting  hours,  hours  for  training  dogs,  and 
the  hours  for  carrying  rifles  and  ammunition 
at  night,  to  make  adjustment  for  time  changes 
established  by  Federal  Law  or  regulations, 
which  were  created  as  a wartime  emergency. 

1943 —  Sale  of  deer  hides  within  ninety  (90)  days 
after  close  of  season  authorized. 

1943 — Trespass  law  amended  to  give  lessee  or  oc- 
cupant of  land,  in  addition  to  owner,  the 
right  to  post  against  trespass.  (This  is  not 
a Game  Law  amendment  but  rather  an 
amendment  to  the  Penal  Code  of  1939.) 

1945 — New  State  Wild  Turkey  Farm  at  Barbours, 
Lycoming  County,  acquired  and  started  op- 
erations. 

1945 — Free  hunting  licenses  authorized  for  Pennsyl- 
vania residents  in  active  service  of  the  U.  S. 
Armed  Forces  or  their  allies. 

1945 — Requirements  for  compulsory  annual  game- 
kill  report  eliminated,  excepting  for  big 
game,  effective  September  1,  1945. 

1945 — Commission  authorized  to  post  beaver  col- 
onies against  trapping  in  dams  or  within  200 
feet  thereof. 

1945 — Payment  of  bounties  to  public  employes,  in- 
cluding salaried  Game  Protectors,  Fish 
W'^ardens,  etc.,  authorized. 
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1945 — Law  on  tagging  big  game  amended  to  require 
immediate  tagging  of  deer  and  bears,  in- 
stead of  witbin  four  hours. 

1945 — Cooperative  farm-game  program  extended  to 
entire  state  by  amendment  to  the  Game  Law, 
instead  of  by  regulations  of  the  Commission 
onlv.  This  program  made  more  attractive 
to  landowners  by  allowing  them  to  reserve 
tra])ping  ngnts. 

1945 —  Annual  bear  damage  fund  for  damage  to 
livestock,  poultry  and  bees  increased  from 
^3000  to  S5000. 

1946 —  Western  Game  Farm  near  Cambridge 
Springs,  Crawford  County,  started  operations 
for  propagation  of  ringneck  pheasants. 

1946 — Game  Commission  reorganization — effective 
December  1. 

1946 — -Fourth  student  class  enrolled  in  Conservation 
School — June  1-May  31,  1947 — with  28  men 
graduating. 

1946 —  Training  period  at  Conservation  School  in- 
creased from  nine  months  to  one  year. 

1947-  — Fee  for  Nonresident  Fur  Dealer’s  License  was 

increased  from  $50  to  $100. 

1947 — Regulated  Shooting  Grounds  - — ■ alternate 
boundary  marking  method  provided;  shoot- 
ing seasons  on  these  areas  also  changed. 

1947 — Law  passed  making  it  illegal  to  disturb  or 
interfere  with  Commission  traps  set  for  wild 
animals  or  birds  by  employes  or  agents  of 
the  Game  Commission. 

1947 — Authority  granted  to  Commission  and  its 
local  field  officers  to  issue  permits  to  possess 
the  flesh  of  ALL  legally  killed  game  six 
months  beyond  the  60-day  normal  possession 
period.  (Migratory  game  birds  excepted.) 

1947 — The  law  covering  possession  of  unloaded  fire- 
arms in  vehicles  at  night  was  amended  to 
include  all  rifles  and  shotguns,  which  must 
now  be  in  a case,  or  taken  apart  and  securely 
wrapped. 

1947 — Safety  zone  provisions  broadened  to  prevent 
shooting  at,  hunting  for,  chasing  or  disturb- 
ing any  wild  birds  or  animals  within  safety 
zones,  without  having  advance  permission  of 
the  owner  or  occupant.  (See  1937.) 
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J947 — All  persons  involved  in  hunting  accidents 
required  to  submit  accident  reports  in  dupli- 
cate to  Game  Commission  within  seventy- 
two  hours.  (See  1937.) 

1947 —  Bounty  law  amended:  penalty  for  fraudulent 
claims  reduced  from  SlOO  to  $25,  but  now 
applies  to  each  skin  or  bird  submitted. 
Bounty  payments  restricted  to  residents  of 
Pennsylvania. 

1948 —  Fifth  student  class  enrolled  in  School  of 
Conservation  June  1-May  31,  1949 — with 
25  Pennsylvania  men  and  one  man  from  the 
Game  Commission  of  the  State  of  Washing- 
ton completing  the  course. 

1948 —  The  Seventh  Field  Conference  and  School  of 
Instruction  for  all  field  officers  and  the  Har- 
risburg Office  Staff  and  other  employes  was 
held  on  the  military  reservation  at  Indian- 
town  Gap  from  Sunday,  August  29  until 
Wednesday  morning,  September  1.  There 
were  237  employes  present. 

1949 —  Nonresident  Hunter’s  License  Fee  (hunting 
only)  increased  from  $15  to  $20. 

1949 — ^Nonresident  trapper’s  license,  fee  $25  estab- 
lished. 

1949 — The  75(‘  formerly  set  aside  from  each  resident 
hunter’s  license  fee  for  the  purchase  of  Game 
Lands  was  eliminated  and  substituted  there- 
for was  the  sum  of  not  less  than  $1.25  from 
each  resident  hunter’s  license  to  be  used  for 
the  development  of  food  and  cover  for  wild- 
life, the  purchase,  trapping  and  distribution 
of  game,  and  the  protection  of  farm-game 
cooperative  property. 

1949 — Procedure  for  abrogation  of  antlerless  deer 
seasons  liberalized. 

1949 — Penalty  for  unlawful  killing  of  bear  increased 
from  $100  to  $200. 

1949 — Period  for  dogs  working  on  wild  game  in 
field  trials,  under  permit,  extended  15  days 
to  include  full  month  of  April. 

1949 — Certain  disabled  resident  veterans,  whose 
disability  was  service-incurred,  to  be  granted 
free  hunting  licenses. 
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1949 — Regulated  shooting  grounds — bobwhite  quail, 
of  a species  approved  by  the  Commission, 
added  to  list  of  game  birds  that  may  be 
killed. 

1949 — Number  of  permits  for  special  dog  training 
areas  for  any  one  county  increased  from  4 
to  6. 

1949 — Annual  fixed  charges,  in  lieu  of  taxes  on 
State  Game  Lands,  increased  from  5^  to 
per  acre.  (This  is  not  a Game  Law.) 

1949 — Menagerie  permit  no  longer  necessary  for 
any  menagerie  exhibition  at  a county  fair, 
or  with  Game  Commission  approval,  for  any 
such  exhibition  elsewhere  when  sponsored 
by  sportsmen’s  organization. 

1949 — Resident  Hunter’s  License  Fee  is  increased 
from  $2  to  $3.15. 

1949 — Game  Commission  reorganization — effective 
June  1. 

1949 — July — Joint  Agreement  made  between  the 
Game  Commission  and  the  U.  S.  Forest  Serv- 
ice for  the  development  of  food  and  cover  for 
wildlife  on  the  Allegheny  National  Forest. 
Previous  Memorandum  of  Understanding 
was  signed  in  1938  but  actual  cooperative  ac- 
tion was  not  taken  until  1949. 

1949 — May  5 — The  U.  S.  War  Department  deeded 
14,000  acres  of  the  former  Tobyhanna  Mili- 
tary Reservation,  Monroe  County,  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Game  Commission,  for  wildlife 
management  purposes. 

1949 — Settlement  of  eertain  violations  by  field  ac- 
knowledgment of  guilt  clarified  by  elimina- 
ting offenses  designated  as  misdemeanor  or 
felonies. 

1949 — Game  Commission  required  to  pay  counties 
$1  per  day  for  the  maintenance  of  Game 
Law  violators  imprisoned  in  county  jails. 

1949 — Game  Commission  required  to  pay  all  costs 
when  no  bird  or  animal  or  other  incrimina- 
ting evidence  is  found  on  a search  warrant. 
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1950 — Field  Administrative  Divisions  reduced  from 
7 to  6 — June  1- — new  realignment  of  field 
divisions  and  districts. 

1950 —  Sixth  Student  Class  enrolled  in  School  of 
Conservation — May  1-April  30,  1951 — with 
20  men  completing  the  course. 

1951 —  Provision  requiring  the  tagging  of  parts  of 
big  game  carcasses  for  possession  or  trans- 
portation eliminated  from  law. 

1951 — Uncased  and  unwrapped  guns  and  loose  am- 
munition permitted  in  vehicles  at  any  time, 
provided  the  guns  are  unloaded. 

1951 — Semi-automatic  shotguns  legalized  for  hunt- 
ing and  killing  of  small  game,  predators,  and 
unprotected  birds. 

1951 — Period  for  Retriever  Trials  lengthened  to  ex- 
tend from  October  1 to  March  31  instead  of 
from  October  15  to  December  31. 

1951 — Possession  of  lawfully  killed  game,  excepting 
migratory  game,  permitted  up  to  and  in- 
cluding July  1 of  following  year,  without  a 
permit. 

1951 — Permit  eliminated  to  retain  in  possession  live 
raccoons  taken  legally. 

1951 — Season  extended  on  certain  classes  of  Regu- 
lated Shooting  Grounds  to  end  last  day  of 
February,  instead  of  December  31. 

1951 — Special  open  season  authorized  for  hunting 
deer  with  bows  and  arrows  exclusively,  under 
a special  $2  archery  license. 

1951 — Hunting,  trapping,  or  dressing  out  of  game 
prohibited  within  cemeteries  and  burial 
grounds.  Game  Protectors  may  remove  game 
or  vermin  with  proper  permission. 

1951 — Dog  training  season  lengthened,  beginning 
in  1952,  to  extend  from  August  1 to  March 
31,  next  following,  instead  of  August  20  to 
March  31. 

1951 — Abrogation  procedure  for  antlerless  deer  sea- 
sons eliminated. 
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1951 — Special  antlerless  deer  season  authorization 
given  Commission,  under  a county  quota 
system  (with  no  abrogation  permitted),  with 
antlerless  deer  hunting  licenses  costing  $1.10 
each  for  county  desired;  60%  of  licenses  to 
be  issued  by  County  Treasurer  and  40%  by 
the  Department  of  Revenue,  Harrisburg. 

1951 — The  Game  Commission  started  rearing  wild 
ducks  from  purchased  ducklings  on  a farm 
on  State  Game  Lands  No.  2l3,  Crawford 
County,  and  started  banding  mature  birds. 

1951 — Game  Commission  authorized  to  issue  free 
special  permits  to  disabled  veterans  having 
hunting  licenses  and  suffering  from  para- 
plegia or  hemiplegia,  or  who  have  suffered 
amputation  of  both  feet  or  one  hand  and 
one  foot,  to  hunt  from  an  automobile  or 
other  vehicle. 

1951 —  Bounty  removed  from  Goshawk  June  1, 1951. 

1952 —  Special  antlerless  deer  season  law  amended 
before  1951  Legislature  adjourned,  by  in- 
creasing the  license  fee  from  $1.10  to  $1.15 
and  by  providing  that  such  antlerless  deer 
hunting  licenses  shall  be  issued  solely  by  the 
County  Treasurers  in  counties  where  such 
deer  may  be  hunted  and  killed. 

1952 — Commission  shall,  upon  notice  from  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  that  any  county  is 
infested  with  rabies,  removed  all  protection 
from  raccoons  or  declare  an  open  season  on 
them,  or  direct  the  killing  and  disposition 
of  same  in  such  manner  as  the  case  may 
require. 

1952 —  Seventh  Student  Class  of  17  men  enrolled 
in  School  of  Conservation,  May  25-March 
28,  1953 — with  12  men  completing  the 
course. 

1953 —  Regulated  Shooting  Ground  operators  em- 
powered to  issue  three-day  hunting  licenses 
to  nonresidents  over  16  years  of  age,  to  hunt 
on  lawfully  operated  regulated  shooting 
grounds  for  three  consecutive  days,  Sundays 
excluded,  at  a cost  of  $3.15. 
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1953 — The  number  of  complimentary  hunting  li- 
censes the  Game  Commission  may  issue  in 
one  year  to  special  persons,  was  increased 
from  25  to  100. 

1953 — The  maximum  license  revocation  period  for 
a first  offender  was  increased  from  two  to 
three  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Game 
Commission. 

1953 — Petitions  for  review  of  license  revocations 
shall  be  heard  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  county  of  the  legal  resident  of  the 
license  in  the  case  of  a resident;  and  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Dauphin  County 
in  the  case  of  a nonresident. 

1953 — Law  requiring  tags  before  shipping  raw  furs 
to  other  states  was  repealed;  such  tags  are 
no  longer  required. 

1953 — Penalty  for  failure  or  refusal  to  stop  a vehicle 
upon  request  or  signal  of  any  officer  in  full 
uniform  was  increased  from  $10  to  $25. 

1953 — Mandatory  license  revocation  required  in 
addition  to  cash  penalties  as  prescribed, 
for  unlawfully  killing  a deer,  three  years, 
and  a bear,  five  years,  at  any  other  time  than 
during  any  regular  deer  or  bear  seasons. 

1953 — Game  Commission  given  authority  to  grant 
rights  to  erect  and  operate  antennas,  towers 
or  stations  for  broadcasting,  relaying  or  re- 
ception of  television,  on  State  Game  Lands. 

1953 — Record  costs  not  paid  by  the  defendant  shall 
be  paid  by  the  Game  Commission  and  not  by 
the  county  as  in  the  past,  effective  September 
1,  1953. 

1953 — Southwest  Pheasant  Hatchery  established  on 
State  Game  Lands  No.  137 — Armstrong 
County — to  hatch  pheasant  chicks  for  dis- 
tribution in  the  Southwest  Division  and  the 
low'er  part  of  the  Northwest  Division. 

1953 — Uniform  Firearms  Act  amended  by  in- 
creasing from  fifteen  cents  (15^)  to  fifty 
cents  (50^)  fee  payable  to  County  Treasurers 
for  registration  of  firearms,  primarily  pistols, 
which  hunting  and  fishing  licensees  desire 
to  carry,  for  hunting,  fishing  or  training 
dogs. 
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1954 — The  Eighth  Field  Conference  and  School  of 
Instruction  for  all  field  officers  and  the  Har- 
risburg Office  Staff  and  other  employes  was 
held  at  Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School  from 
Sunday,  June  12  until  Thursday  afternoon, 
June  16. 

1954 —  Bounty  removed  from  weasels  June  1,  1954. 

1955 —  Hunting  hours  during  any  open  season  in 
October  for  hunting  any  game  exclusively 
with  bows  and  arrows  are  extended  from 
7:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.,  E.S.T.  to  6:00  a.m. 
to  5:30  p.m.,  E.S.T. 

1955 — Authorized  the  Game  Commission  to  refund 
fees,  fines,  or  other  moneys  not  only  erro- 
neously but  also  unjustly  collected. 

1955 — Game  Commission  reorganization — effective 
October  10, 1955.  Deputy  Executive  Director 
appointed — two  major  bureaus  abolished. 

1955 — Makes  it  unlawful  for  any  person  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  import  into  or  release  in  this 
Commonwealth  a San  Juan  Rabbit  until 
after  August  31,  1957.  Then  it  shall  still 
be  unlawful  unless  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture, after  conferring  with  the  Game  Com- 
mission, decides  that  this  rabbit  is  not  de- 
structive to  farms,  etc.,  and  is  not  a nuisance. 

1955 — Authorizes  the  Department  of  Property  and 
Supplies  to  convey  to  the  Curtis  Wright  Cor- 
poration for  aircraft  experimental  and  testing 
operations  approximately  300  acres  of  State 
Game  Lands  No.  34,  in  Cameron,  Clearfield 
and  Elk  Counties  by  sale,  and  about  900 
additional  acres  by  lease. 

1955 — Directs  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Commission 
to  pay  the  costs  when  a Game  Protector  or 
any  other  officer  named  in  the  bill  fails  to 
prove  his  case  and  the  defendant  is  dis- 
charged or  convicted  and  sent  to  jail  in  lieu 
of  the  payment  of  the  fine. 

1955 — The  Ninth  Field  Conference  and  School  of 
Instruction  for  all  field  officers  and  the  Har- 
risburg Office  Staff  and  other  employes  was 
held  at  the  Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School 
from  June  12  through  16. 
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1956 — Commission  designated  the  farm  where  wild 
ducks  are  being  reared  and  banded  from 
purchased  ducklings  on  State  Game  Lands 
No.  213,  Crawford  County,  as  a Duck  Farm. 

1956 — The  Commission  may  authorize  the  drawing 
of  a requisition  upon  the  Game  Fund  within 
six  years  instead  of  12  months  for  the  refund 
of  fees,  fines  or  other  moneys  erroneously 
or  unjustly  collected  and  deposited. 

1956 — The  Tenth  Field  Conference  and  School  of 
Instruction  for  all  field  officers  and  the  Har- 
risburg Office  Staff,  student  officers,  and  other 
employes  was  held  at  the  Mont  Alto  State 
Forest  School  from  Sunday,  August  26,  until 
Thursday  afternoon,  August  30.  There  were 
seven  Commissioners  and  217  employes 
present. 

1956 — The  penalty  section  of  the  Game  Law  was 
amended  to  make  penalties  applicable  to  “the 
whole  or  any  substantial  part  or  parts”  of 
birds  or  animals. 

1956 — The  period  for  holding  field  trials  without 
permit  was  extended  to  begin  August  1st  in- 
stead of  August  20th,  and  close  at  the  end  of 
the  dog  training  season,  currently  March 
31st. 

1956 — Authorized  fox  hunting  by  clubs,  using  an 
organized  pack  of  20  or  more  hounds,  from 
August  1st  (instead  of  August  20th)  to  the 
close  of  the  dog  training  season,  currently 
March  31st. 

1956 — Maximum  purchase  price  per  acre  that  may 
be  paid  for  State  Game  Lands  was  increased 
from  $30  to  $100. 

1956 — Deer  Food  and  Cover — Requires  the  sum  of 
$1.00  from  the  sale  of  every  antlerless  deer 
license  to  be  used  solely  for  cutting  or  other- 
wise removing  over-shadowing  tree  growth, 
to  produce  underbrush  sprouts  and  saplings 
for  deer  food  and  cover  on  game  land. 

1956 — Gift  of  Land — The  Department  of  Property 
and  Supplies,  with  consent  of  the  Department 
of  Military  Affairs  and  approval  of  the  Gov- 
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ernor,  was  authorized  to  convey  for  the  use 
of  the  Game  Commission,  80.5  acres  of  land 
in  Cold  Spring  Township,  Lebanon  County, 
an  interior  holding  in  State  Game  Lands  No. 
211. 

1956 —  Eighth  Student  Class  of  20  men  enrolled  in 
School  of  Conservation,  June  30, 1956-March 
15,  1957 — with  18  men  completing  the 
course.  Six  Research  Biologists  also  com- 
pleted the  course. 

1957 —  Hawks  Given  Protection — All  hawks  given 
protection  during  the  months  of  September 
and  October  in  a portion  of  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania bounded  roughly  as  follows:  Begin- 
ning at  Easton,  thence  southwesterly  along 
U.  S.  Highway  Route  No.  22  to  Harrisburg; 
thence  north  along  the  Susquehanna  River  to 
Muncy;  thence  northeasterly  along  State 
Routes  Nos.  405,  115  and  29  to  the  State 
line;  thence  easterly  and  southerly  along  the 
State  line  to  Easton. 

1957 — Enforcement  Procedure,  Nearest  Available 
Magistrate — Provides  that  all  summary  pro- 
ceedings under  the  Game  Law  shall  be  com- 
menced before  the  nearest  available  magis- 
trate, alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace, 
within  the  city,  borough,  incorporated  town 
or  township  in  the  county  where  the  alleged 
violation  occurred. 

1957 — Hunting  Big  Game  on  Dog  Training  Areas — 
Provides  that  holders  of  permits  for  Special 
Dog  Training  Areas  may  permit  the  public 
to  hunt  bear  and  deer  on  such  areas  during 
seasons  fixed  by  the  Game  Commission. 

1957- — Duration  of  Field  Trials — The  holding  of 
field  trials,  where  dogs  work  on  liberated  or 
native  wild  game,  under  permit,  from  the 
close  of  the  dog  training  season  (now  March 
31st),  to  July  31st  instead  of  April  30th, 
was  legalized. 

1957 — Game  Commission  May  Accept  Donations — 
Authorized  the  Game  Commission  to  accept, 
for  the  Game  Fund,  donations  from  any  per- 
son, firm,  corporation  or  association. 

1957 — County  Treasurers  to  Issue  Special  Archery 
Licenses — Occupants  of  farms  permitted  to 
hunt  deer  during  the  special  archery  season 
without  an  archery  license.  All  county  treas- 
urers designated  as  agents  for  the  issuance 
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of  archery  licenses,  and  authorized  to  collect 
an  additional  fee  of  15  cents  from  each  ap- 
plicant, for  their  services.  County  treasurers 
also  authorized  to  issue  archery  preserve  per- 
mits. 

1957— Antlerless  Deer  Hunting  With  Bow  and  Ar- 
row-— Hunting  of  deer  of  both  sexes  with 
bow  and  arrow  during  the  special  archery 
season  authorized;  the  requirement  of  an 
antlerless  deer  license  during  said  season 
eliminated. 

1957 — Fixed  Charges  on  State  Forest  Lands — All 
fixed  charges  per  acre  on  State  Forest  and 
State  Game  Lands  required  to  be  paid  an- 
nually on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Septem- 
ber. 

1957 — Exposure  of  Poison — The  Penal  Code  of 
1939  amended  to  authorize  the  exposure  of 
poison  to  meadow  mice  and  pine  mice  threat- 
ening nursery  or  orchard  crops.  “Such 
poison  shall  be  so  placed  and  secured  that 
the  poison  will  be  inaccessible  to  game  or 
domestic  animals  and  birds.  The  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  shall  establish  general  stand- 
ards of  approval  for  the  placement  of  such 
poison.” 

1957 — Acquisition  of  Lands  and  Waters  by  the  U.  S. 
— Acquisition  of  lands  and  waters  anywhere 
in  the  Commonwealth,  except  in  Delaware 
County,  as  the  United  States,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Game  Commission  and  the  Gov- 
ernor may  deem  necessary  for  the  establish- 
ment of  migratory-bird  reservations,  pro- 
vided. 

1957 — The  Eleventh  Field  Conference  and  School  of 
Instruction  for  all  field  officers,  the  Harris- 
burg Office  Staff,  and  other  employees  was 
held  at  the  Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School 
from  Sunday,  August  25,  until  Wednesday 
afternoon,  August  28. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  (in  Alphabetical  order)  OF  . . . 
PENNSYLVANIANS  WILDLIFE 
CONSERVATION  HISTORY 

M. 


Abrogation  procedure  for  antlerless  deer  seasons 
liberalized — 1949.  ( Repealed — 1951. ) 

Accident  Reports  must  be  filed  by  both  offender 
and  victim  in  hunting  accidents — 1947. 

Accident  Reports  to  Game  Commission  required 
within  72  hours,  from  person  hunting  or  trapping 
—1937. 

Acknowledgment  of  guilt  in  settling  violations, 
those  offenses  eliminated  which  are  designated 
as  misdemeanors  and  felonies — 1949. 

Agreement,  Joint — made  between  the  Game  Com- 
mission and  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service — July  1949, 
for  the  development  of  food  and  cover  for  wild- 
life on  the  Allegheny  National  Forest.  Previous 
Memorandum  of  Understanding  was  signed  in 
1938  but  actual  cooperative  action  was  not  taken 
until  1949. 

Alien  Dog  Law — 1915.  Repealed  1957. 

Aliens  May  Possess  Dogs — Unnaturalized  foreign- 
born  residents  authorized  to  own  or  possess  dogs 
— 1957.  (Act  No.  25,  effective  April  5,  1957.) 

Alien  Gun  Law — 1909. 

Antlerless  Deer  Season,  special,  authoriziation  given 
Commission  to  establish,  under  a county  quota 
system  (with  no  abrogation  permitted)  with  ant- 
lerless deer  hunting  licenses  costing  $1.15  each, 
to  be  issued  only  by  County  Treasurer  of  County 
where  applicant  desires  to  hunt — 1952. 

Antlerless  Deer  Hunting  With  Bow  and  Arrow — 
Hunting  of  deer  of  both  sexes  with  bow  and  ar- 
row during  special  archery  season  authorized. 
No  antlerless  deer  license  required — 1957.  (Act 
No.  217,  effective  September  1,  1957.) 

Appropriation,  first  one  to  Game  Commission — 
1897. 

Archery  Preserves  first  established — (2) — one  in 
Forest  and  one  in  Sullivan  County — 1937.  Abol- 
ished July  1,  1954. 

Archery  Hunting  Without  License — Occupants  of 
farms  permitted  to  hunt  deer  during  special  arch- 
ery season  without  an  archery  license — 1957. 
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Archery  Licenses,  County  Treasurers  to  Issue — All 
county  treasurers  designated  as  agents  for  issu- 
ance of  archery  licenses,  also  authorized  to  col- 
lect additional  fee  of  15^  from  each  applicant  for 
their  services — 1957. 

Area  of  Pennsylvania,  45,126  square  miles,  including 
land  and  water;  45,045  square  miles  of  land. 

Automatic  Gun  Law — 1907.  Pennsylvania  first  state 
to  bar  these  guns. 

Automobiles,  possession  of  loaded  and  certain  un- 
loaded guns  at  nighttime  in  them  forbidden — 
1937. 

Automobiles,  possession  of  unloaded  guns  or  ammu- 
nition in  them  forbidden  under  certain  conditions 
—1947. 

Automobiles,  uncased  and  unwrapped  guns  and 
loose  ammunition  permitted  in  them  at  anytime, 
provided  the  guns  are  unloaded — 1951. 

Automobiles,  unlawful  to  shoot  game  of  any  kind 
from — 1917. 

Auxiliary  Game  Refuge  Law  passed — 1917. 

n 

Baiting  of  game  birds  forbidden — 1869. 

Bear  cubs  were  first  protected — 1925. 

Bear  Damage  Fund  increased  from  $3,000  to  $5,000 
annually — 1945. 

Bear,  dogs  prohibited  in  hunting  and  chasing — 
1935. 

Bear,  largest  one  on  record  killed  (633  lbs. — ^hog- 
dressed  538  lbs. — total  length  9 feet)  in  Pike 
County,  December  4,  1923. 

Bear,  penalty  of  unlawful  killing  increased  from 
$100  to  $200—1949. 

Bears,  black,  Pennsylvania  was  the  first  State  to 
protect — 1905. 

Bears,  pens  and  pitfalls  prohibited  in  taking — 1915. 

Bears,  steel  traps  forbidden  in  taking — 1911. 

Beaver  Dams,  Commission  authorized  to  post  against 
trapping — 1945. 

Beavers,  first  open  trapping  season — 1934. 

Beavers,  first  stocked  in  Pennsylvania — 1917. 

Beavers,  passage  of  law  protecting — 1903. 

Big  game,  flesh  of,  right  to  retain  under  permit  for 
six  months  period — 1941.  Now  may  only  be  re- 
tained until  July  1 inclusive,  and  without  permit. 
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Big  game,  provision  requiring  the  tagging  of  parts 
of  carcasses  for  possession  or  transportation  eli- 
minated from  law — 1951. 

“Bird  Day”  first  observed  in  public  schools  at  Oil 
City— 1894. 

Birds — approximately  300  kinds  of  birds  occur  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Birds — song  and  insectivorous  protected — 1889. 

Blinds  first  prohibited  for  taking  upland  game — 

1869. 

Board  of  Game  Commissioners  created — 1895. 

Bounty  Law  amended  to  reduce  penalty  for  making 
fraudulent  claim — 1947. 

Bounty  Law  amended  to  restrict  payments  to  resi- 
dents of  Pennsylvania  only — 1947. 

Bounty  payments,  Game  Commission  given  author- 
ity to  regulate — 1937. 

Bounty  removed  from  goshawk  June  1,  1951. 

Bounty  system  changed  to  have  all  claims  paid 
through  Game  Commision  at  Harrisburg — 1915- 

Bounty — No  bounty  on  great  horned  owls  killed 
during  the  months  of  November  and  December 
1953. 

Bounty  removed  from  weasels  June  1,  1954. 

Bow  and  arrow  legalized  for  hunting  game — 1929. 

Bow  and  arrow,  special  open  season  for  deer  ex- 
clusively, Commission  authorized  to  establish, 
under  a special  $2.00  archery  license — 1951. 

Bow  and  arrow,  unlawful  to  use  while  intoxicated — 
1937. 

Buckshot  banned  for  deer  hunting — 1905. 

Bulletin,  Monthly  Service,  first  published — July 
1929. 

c 

Cemeteries  and  burial  grounds,  hunting,  trapping, 
or  dressing  out  of  game,  prohibited  within — 1951. 

Charter  granted  to  Wm.  Penn  to  found  a colony  in 
new  world — 1681. 

Charter  of  Privileges  was  adopted — 1701. 
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Clearfield — Named  because  bison  (buffaloes)  so 
heavily  grazed  the  undergrowth  in  this  territory 
that  they  “cleared  fields.” 

Complimentary  hunting  licenses,  maximum  number 
increased  from  25  to  100 — 1953. 

Constitution  adopted  September  28,  1776 — revised 
1790;  1838;  1873. 

Cooperative  Farm-Game  Program  extended  to  entire 
State— 1945. 

Cooperative  Farm-Game  Program  started — 1936. 

Costs — Directs  the  Pennsylvania  Game  Commission 
to  pay  the  costs  when  a Game  Protector  or  any 
other  officer  named  in  the  bill  fails  to  prove  his 
case  and  the  defendant  is  discharged  or  convicted 
and  sent  to  jail  in  lieu  of  the  payment  of  fine — 
1955. 


Costs — Record  costs  not  paid  by  the  defendant  shall 
be  paid  by  the  Game  Commission  and  not  by  the 
county  as  in  the  past,  effective  September  1,  1953. 


Deer,  antlerless  deer  (special  doe)  permits  first 
established — $5.00 — 1923. 


Deer,  antlerless  deer  permits  reduced  from  $5.00 
to  $2.00—1925. 

Deer,  antlerless  deer — first  statewide  season — 1938 
—171,662. 

Deer,  antlerless  deer  permits  reduced  from  $2.00  to 
$1.00—1939. 


Deer,  antlerless  deer  licenses  increased  from  $1.00  to 
$1.10—1951. 

Deer,  antlerless  deer  licenses  increased  from  $1.10  to 
$1.15  following  1951  season — 1952. 

Deer,  antlerless,  killed  by  special  agents  of  Game 
Commission  in  two  counties  because  of  over- 
abundance— 1927  (Cumberland  & Lycoming). 

Deer,  bow  and  arrow,  special  open  season,  author- 
ized Commission  to  establish,  under  a special 
$2.00  archery  license — 1951. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  with  “horns  visible  above 
the  hair” — 1909. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  with  antlers  2"  above  the 
hair— 1913. 
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Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  with  antlers  4"  above  the 
top  of  the  skull — 1921. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  with  2 or  more  points 
to  one  antler  provided  that  a deer  with  an  antler 
6"  or  more  long  without  points  shall  be  con- 
sidered legal — 1923. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  only  with  2 or  more 
points  to  one  antler — 1925. 

Deer,  bucks  declared  legal  only  with  2 or  more 
points  to  one  antler  or  spike  3"  or  longer — 1953. 
Regulation  still  effective. 

Deer,  buckshot  banned  for  hunting — 1905. 

Deer,  camp  limit  established — 1917;  removed  in 
1950. 

Deer,  dogs  first  barred  from  running — 1873. 

Deer,  farmers  permitted  to  retain  carcass  for  food 
when  killed  because  of  damage  to  crops — 1925. 

Deer,  first  Pennsylvania  Buck  Law  was  passed — 
1907. 

Deer,  first  protected  in  Pennsylvania  by  Provincial 
Law — 1721. 

Deer,  first  stocked  in  1906;  50  from  Michigan.  A 
total  of  1,192  purchased  from  1906  to  1925,  in- 
cluding 524  from  Pennsylvania  dealers,  417  from 
Michigan,  16  from  Ohio,  16  from  Kentucky,  21 
from  Maine,  64  from  New  Jersey,  50  from  North 
Carolina  and  84  from  New  Hampshire. 

Deer  hides,  sale  by  original  owner  legal  within  90 
days  close  of  previous  season — 1943. 

Deer,  hunting  with  deer  hounds  first  forbidden — 
1897. 

Deer,  landowners  given  right  to  kill  for  damage  to 
crops — 1923. 

Deer-proof  fence  law,  first  one  passed — 1923. 

Deer,  salt  licks  for  killing  first  forbidden — 1897. 

Deer,  scientific  experiments  first  started  in  1928  in 
Clearfield  County  by  Vernon  Bailey;  also  in  1929. 
In  1930  laurel  and  rhododendron  experiments  at 
State  College,  and  sex  ratio  at  Pine  Grove  Fur- 
nace. 

Deer  seasons,  antlerless.  Game  Commission  given 
power  to  declare — 1923. 

Deer  seasons,  special  antlerless.  Game  Commission 
given  power  to  declare,  under  a county  quota 
system  (with  no  abrogation  permitted)  with  ant- 
lerless deer  licenses  costing  $1.15  each,  such  li- 
censes to  be  issued  only  by  County  Treasurer  of 
county  where  applicant  desires  to  hunt — 1952. 
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Deer  seasons,  antlerless,  procedure  liberalized  for 

abrogating — 1949. 

Deer  seasons,  antlerless,  procedure  for  abrogating 

eliminated — 1951. 

Deer  skins  to  make  vests  for  members  of  armed 

forces,  hunters  urged  to  donate — 1942. 

Deer,  Special  Antler  less  Seasons: 

1923 —  December  19-21.  Washington  and  Quincy 
Twps.,  Franklin  County,  100  licenses  allotted 
at  $5.00  each.  8 legal  and  1 illegal  deer  taken. 

1924 —  December  18-20.  Parts  of  Brown,  Union 
and  Menno  Twps.,  Mifflin  County  and  parts  of 
Logan,  West  Porter  and  Barree  Twps.,  Hunt- 
ingdon County. 

Mifflin:  212  licenses  at  $5.00  each — 49  legal  and 
7 illegal  deer  taken. 

Huntingdon:  244  licenses  at  $5.00  each — 77  legal 
and  9 illegal  deer  taken. 

1925 —  December  18-19-21-22 — Parts  of  Adams, 
Cumberland,  Franklin,  Huntingdon,  Mifflin 
and  Perry  Counties.  License  $2.00 — 694  paid 
and  163  free  licenses  in  Adams — 89  legal  and 
4 illegal  deer  taken.  918  paid,  65  free,  Cum- 
berland County — 127  legal  and  3 illegal  deer 
taken.  700  paid,  78  free,  Franklin  County — 
130  legal  and  1 illegal  deer  taken.  1,386  paid, 
107  free,  Huntingdon  County — 300  legal  and 
7 illegal  deer  taken.  813  paid,  81  free,  Mifflin 
County — 167  legal  and  6 illegal  deer  taken. 
496  paid,  212  free.  Perry  County — 126  legal, 
1 illegal  deer  taken. 

1926 —  December  17-18-20-21 — -Parts  of  Clear- 
field, Huntingdon  and  Monroe  Counties;  959 
paid,  250  free  licenses  out  of  an  allotted  2800 
in  Clearfield  County.  354  legal  and  14  illegal 
deer  taken.  2,219  paid  and  178  free  out  of  an 
alloted  2.400  in  Huntingdon  County.  800  legal 
and  9 illegal  deer  taken.  1.504  paid  and  40 
free  out  of  2,000  alloted  in  Monroe — 141  legal, 
12  illegal  deer  taken. 

1928 — First  statewide  season  declared  in  all  but 
16  counties.  December  1-15.  Weight  not  less 
than  50  lbs.  dressed.  51  counties  open,  78,668 
paid  and  13.236  free  licenses  issued — 25,097 
legal  and  1,593  illegal  deer  taken. 

1930 — November  27-29.  23  counties  or  parts  of 
counties  open.  Weight  not  less  than  60  lbs. 
dressed.  31,623  paid  and  5,450  free  licenses 
issued— 5,979  legal  and  1,003  deer  illegally 
killed. 


29 


1931 — December  1-15.  First  statewide  season  for 
both  sexes,  except  those  with  visible  spike  ant- 
ler or  antlers  without  points,  weight  not  less 
than  40  lbs.  dressed.  24,796  legal  antlered  and 
70,255  legal  antlerless  deer  killed. 

1935 — December  12-14.  Fourteen  counties  only. 
46,668  legal  antlerless  deer  killed. 

1938 —  November  28-December  3.  First  state- 
wide season  for  antlerless  deer  only.  171,662 
legal  antlerless  deer  killed. 

1939 —  December  14-15.  Forest  and  Warren 
Counties;  that  part  of  Potter  County  lying 
north  of  U.  S.  Highway  No.  6,  and  that  part  of 
Jefferson  County  lying  northwest  of  U.  S.  High- 
way No.  19.  No  permits  required.  14,581 
legal  antlerless  deer  killed. 

1940 —  December  2-14.  Statewide.  (Three  coun- 
ties closed  for  antlerless  deer,  viz.,  Cumberland, 
Fulton  and  Juniata.)  Both  sexes  except  those 
with  visible  spike  antler  or  antlers  without 
points.  40,995  legal  antlered  and  145,580 
legal  antlerless  deer  killed — total  186,575,  larg- 
est annual  kill  ever  made  in  Pennsyvania. 

1943 — December  13-15.  Cameron,  Lycoming, 
McKean,  Potter,  Sullivan,  Tioga,  and  Warren 
counties.  49,239  permits  issued — $1.00  each. 
14,951  legal  antlerless  deer  killed. 

1945 —  December  1-15.  Combined  season.  All 
or  parts  of  eleven  southeastern  counties.  No 
permits  required.  1,085  legal  antlerless  deer 
killed. 

1946 —  December  9-14.  Buck  season  closed  dur- 
ing this  period.  All  or  parts  of  six  northeast- 
ern counties:  Carbon,  Luzerne,  Schuylkill,  Sus- 
quehanna, Wayne,  and  Wyoming.  28,925  per- 
mits at  $1.00  each.  4,209  legal  antlerless  deer 
killed. 

1947 —  December  13.  (One  day  only  following 
statewide  season  for  bucks  without  permits.) 
Statewide,  with  exception  of  Fulton  County. 
63,568  legal  antlerless  deer  killed. 

1949 — December  10.  (One  day  only  following 
statewide  season  for  bucks  without  permits.) 
Statewide,  with  exception  of  7 counties,  viz., 
Bedford,  Clearfield,  Forest,  Franklin,  Fulton, 
Greene,  and  Perry.  84,121  legal  antlerless  deer 
killed. 
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1950 —  November  27-28.  Statewide,  with  excep- 
tion of  Bedford,  Cameron,  Centre,  Clearfield, 
Clinton,  Elk,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Juniata,  Mifflin, 
Perry,  Pike,  Snyder,  and  Sullivan  counties, 
without  permits.  31.515  legal  antlerless  deer 
killed. 

1951 —  December  14-15.  Statewide.  225,000  li- 
censes authorized  to  be  issued — 60%  (135,- 
000)  by  County  Treasurers  and  40%  (90,000) 
by  Department  of  Revenue — at  $1.10  each. 
(223,070  actually  issued.)  37,952  legal  ant- 
lerless deer  killed. 

1952 —  December  15-17.  Statewide.  224,660  li- 
censes issued  by  County  Treasurers  at  $1.15 
each.  37,829  legal  antlerless  deer  killed. 

1953 —  December  14-15.  Statewide.  103,765  li- 
censes issued  by  County  Treasurers  at  $1.15 
each.  16,252  legal  antlerless  deer  were  killed. 

1955 — December  12-13.  Statewide.  238,488  li- 
censes issued  by  County  Treasurers  at  $1.15 
each.  41,111  legal  antlerless  deer  killed. 

Deer,  Special  Antlerless  Seasons:  Special  antlerless 
deer  season  law  amended  before  1951  Legisla- 
ture adjourned,  by  increasing  the  license  fee  from 
$1.10  to  $1.15  and  by  providing  that  such  ant- 
lerless deer  hunting  licenses  shall  be  issued  solely 
by  the  County  Treasurers  in  counties  where  such 
deer  may  be  hunted  and  killed — 1952. 

Deer  Food  and  Cover — The  sum  of  $1.00  from  the 
sale  of  every  antlerless  deer  license  required  to  be 
used  solely  for  cutting  or  otherwise  removing 
overshadowing  tree  growth,  to  produce  under- 
brush sprouts  and  saplings  for  deer  food  and 
cover  on  game  land — 1956.  (P.  L.  1906,  effec- 

tive May  31,  1956.) 

Doe  License  Law — First  one  passed — 1921. 

Definition  of  the  word  “each”  in  Game  Law,  Sec- 
tion 101,  added,  to  include  “the  whole  or  any 
substantial  part  or  parts”^ — 1956.  (P.  L.  1736, 

effective  May  24,  1956.) 

Dogs,  first  barred  from  running  deer  and  elk — 1873. 

Dogs,  use  of  in  hunting  deer  first  forbidden — 1897. 

Dogs,  use  prohibited  in  hunting  and  chasing  bears 
—1935. 

Dogs  working  on  wild  game  in  Field  Trials,  period 
extended  15  days  to  include  full  month  of  April 
—1949. 

Dog  Training  Areas  in  any  one  county  may  be  in- 
creased from  4 to  6 — 1949. 
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Dog  Training  Areas,  special  ones  authorized — 
—1941. 

Dog  Training  Areas,  Special  Permits  from  4 to  6 — 
1949. 

Dog  Training  Preserves  first  established  in  state — 
1937. 

Dog  Training  season  lengthened,  beginning  in  1952, 
to  extend  from  August  1 to  March  31,  next  fol- 
lowing, instead  of  August  20  to  March  31,  1951. 

Dogs,  Aliens  May  Possess — Unnaturalized  foreign- 
born  residents  authorized  to  own  or  possess  dogs 
— 1957.  (Act  No.  25,  effective  April  5,  1957.) 

Dog  Training  Areas,  Hunting  Big  Game  On — 
Holders  of  permits  for  such  areas  authorized  to 
allow  the  public  to  hunt  bear  and  deer  thereon — 
1957.  (Act  No.  118,  effective  September  1, 

1957.) 

Donations,  Game  Commission  May  Accept — The 
Commission  authorized  to  accept  donations  from 
any  person,  firm,  corporation  or  association — 
1957.  (Act  No.  154,  effective  September  1, 

1957.) 

Doves,  Mourning,  put  on  open  shooting  list — 1945. 

Ducks — Spring  shooting  prohibited  in  1897. 

Ducks — The  Game  Commission  started  rearing  wild 
ducks  from  purchased  ducklings  on  a farm  on 
State  Game  Lands  No.  213,  Crawford  County, 
and  started  banding  mature  birds — 1951. 

Ducks — Commission  designated  the  farm  where  wild 
ducks  are  being  reared  and  banded  from  pur- 
chased ducklings  on  State  Game  Lands  No.  213, 
Crawford  County,  as  a Duck  Farm — 1956. 
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Elk,  dogs  first  barred  from  running — 1873. 

Elk,  first  open  season — 1923. 

Elk,  first  purchased  in  1912  when  50  were  secured 
from  Yellowstone  National  Park;  in  1915,  95 
also  from  Yellowstone  National  Park,  and  22 
from  private  preserve  in  Monroe  County;  in 
1924,  6;  and  1925,  4 from  Wind  Cave  Game  Re- 
serve in  South  Dakota. 

Elk,  given  protection  (no  open  season  thereafter)  — 
1931. 

Elk,  last  native  one  in  Pennsylvania  killed  about 
this  time — 1867. 
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Elk  were  stoeked  as  follows:  Blair,  7;  Carbon,  24; 
Cameron,  24;  Centre,  10;  Clearfield,  25;  Clinton, 
25;  Elk,  10;  Forest,  10;  Monroe,  22. 

Elk,  98  killed  since  first  season  in  1923.  Protected 
since  1931.  Killed:  1923,  23;  1924,  10;  1925. 
6;  1926,  9;  1927,  26;  1928,  6;  1929,  12;  1930, 
5;  1931,  1. 

Enforcement  Procedure,  Nearest  Available  Magis- 
trate— All  summary  convictions  under  the  Game 
Law  to  be  commenced  before  the  nearest  avail- 
able magistrate,  alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace, 
within  the  city,  borough,  or  township  in  county 
where  the  alleged  violation  occurred — 1957. 

English  Sparrow,  removal  of  protection  from — 
1883. 

Executive  Director,  new  title  of  Executive  Secretary 
—1937. 

Extradition,  first  from  another  State  (New  Jersev) 
made  for  a Game  Law  violation — 1897. 

Farm-Game,  Cooperative  program  started — 1936. 

Farm-Game,  Cooperative  program  extended  to  en- 
tire State — 1945. 

Ferrets,  unlawful  to  use  in  hunting  game — 1873. 

Field  Administration  Divisions  reduced  from  7 to 
6 — June  1,  1950. 

New  realignment  of  field  divisions  and  districts. 

Field  Acknowledgment  of  guilt,  settlement  of  cer- 
tain violations  by  field  acknowledgment  of  guilt 
clarified  by  eliminating  offenses  designated  as 
misdemeanor  or  felonies. 

Field  Conferences  and  Schools  of  Instruction — First 
one  held  at  Harrisburg  for  all  field  officers  ex- 
cepting Refuge  Keepers — August,  1920. 

Second — Crystal  Springs  Club  in  Clearfield 
County  in  August,  1923. 

Third — Conneaut  Lake,  August  4-5-6,  1924. 
Fourth — Park  Hotel,  Williamsport,  Julv  13-14-15. 
1925. 

Fifth — Capitol,  in  Harrisburg.  October  5-6-7. 
1927. 
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Sixth — Mt.  Gretna  in  early  fall,  1930.  First  in- 
service  training  classes  were  held  at  the  Train- 
ing School  between  July  31  and  September  11, 
1932 — 6 one-week  classes. 

Seventh — Military  Reservation  at  Indiantown 
Gap  from  Sunday,  August  29  until  Wednesday 
morning,  September  1,  1948 — with  237  em- 
ployes present. 

Eighth — Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School  from 
Sunday,  June  12  until  Thursday  afternoon, 
June  16,  1954. 

Ninth — Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School  from  June 
12  through  June  16,  1955. 

Tenth — Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School  from  Sun- 
day, August  26,  until  Thursday  afternoon,  Au- 
gust 30,  1956. 

Eleventh — Mont  Alto  State  Forest  School  from 
Sunday,  August  25,  until  Wednesday,  August 
28. 

Field  Officers  first  uniformed  in  1929. 

Field  Trials,  period  extended  for  dogs  working  on 
wild  game,  15  days,  to  include  full  month  of  April 
—1949. 

Field  Trials — Duration  of — Period  for  holding  field 
trails,  under  permit,  extended  from  close  of  dog 
training  season  (currently  March  31st)  to  July 
31st  instead  of  April  30th — 1957.  (Act  No.  1.53, 
effective  June  13,  1957.) 

Field  Trials — Period  for  holding  field  trials  without 
permit  extended  to  begin  August  1st  instead  of 
August  20th,  and  close  at  the  end  of  the  dog 
training  season,  currently  March  31st — 1956. 

Firearms,  or  bow  and  arrow  unlawful  to  use  while 
intoxicated  or  under  the  influence  of  drugs — 
1937. 

Firearms,  increase  in  fee  to  register — to  carry  while 
hunting  or  fishing — 1953. 

Firearms,  unlawful  to  possess  in  automobiles,  loaded 
—1937. 

Firearms,  unlawful  to  possess  in  automobiles,  un- 
loaded, at  night  at  certain  times — 1947.  Repealed 
—1951. 

Firearms,  uniform  firearms  act  amended  by  increas- 
ing from  fifteen  cents  (15^)  to  fifty  cents  (50^) 
fee  payable  to  County  Treasurers  for  registration 
of  firearms,  primarily  pistols,  which  hunting  and 
fishing  licensees  desire  to  carry,  for  hunting, 
fishing  or  training  dogs — 1953. 
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Fixed  Charges  on  State  Game  Lands  in  lieu  of  taxes, 
increased — 1949. 

Fixed  Charges  on  State  Forest  Lands — All  fixed 
charges  per  acre  on  State  Forest  and  Game  Lands 
required  to  be  paid  annually  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  September — 1957.  (Act  No.  48,  ef- 
fective September  1,  1957.) 

Fox  Hunting  by  Clubs,  using  a pack  of  20  or  more 
hounds,  authorized  from  August  1st  (in  lieu  of 
August  20th)  to  close  of  dog  training  season,  cur- 
rently March  31st — 1956.  (P.  L.  1736,  effec- 

tive May  24,  1956.) 

Fur  Dealer’s  license  created — 1923.  Fee,  nonresi- 
dent increased  from  $50  to  $100 — 1947. 

^9 


Game  Birds — night  hunting  prohibited — 1907. 
Game  Commissioners — first  ones  appointed  (6)  to 
begin  service  November  17,  1896. 

Game  Commissioners,  appointment  of  from  eight 
specified  geographical  districts — 1939.  Terms 

inereased  from  six  to  eight  years — 1937. 

Game  Commission,  changed  from  Board  of  Game 
Commissioners — 1937. 

Game  Commission  first  given  discretionary  powers 
to  fix  seasons  and  bag  limits — 1925. 
given  full  authority  to  establish  seasons  and  bag 
limits — 1937. 

given  power  to  change  daily  hunting  hours,  etc., 
wartime  emergency — 1942. 
given  power  to  declare  antlerless  deer  seasons — 
1923. 

given  additional  power  to  revoke  hunting  li- 
censes— 1937. 

required  to  pay  cost  of  a search  warrant  when  no 
evidence  is  found — 1949. 

Game  Commission — Title  changed  from  Executive 
Secretary  to  Executive  Director. 

Game  Commission  reorganized — January  1,  1939. 
Game  Commission  reorganized — December  1,  1946. 
Game  Commission  reorganized — June  1,  1949. 
Game  Commission  reorganized — October  10,  1955. 
Deputy  Executive  Director  appointed — two  major 
bureaus  abolished — 1955. 
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Game  Farms: 

Eastern  Game  Farm — originally  called  the  Fisher 
Game  Farm — located  near  Schwenksville, 
Montgomery  County — 328.2  acres — dedicated 
September  21,  1929 — propagation  of  quail  and 
ringneck  pheasants. 

Jordan  State  Game  Farm — located  near  Harlans- 
burg,  Lawrence  County — 324.9  acres — dedi- 
cated August  24,  1929 — propagation  of  ring- 
neck  pheasants — abandoned  in  1946 — opera- 
tions transferred  to  Western  Game  Farm. 
Loyalsock  Game  Farm — located  near  Montours- 
ville,  Lycoming  County — 397.6  acres — dedi- 
cated August  1,  1934— propagation  of  ring- 
neck  pheasants. 

State  Wild  Turkey  Farm — -located  at  Barbours, 
Lycoming  County — 1,550  acres — operation 
started  in  1945. 

Western  Game  Farm — located  near  Cambridge 
Springs,  Crawford  County — 551  acres — opera- 
tions started  in  1946 — propagation  of  ringneck 
pheasants. 

Pheasant  Hatchery — Southwest  Pheasant  Hatch- 
ery established  on  State  Game  Lands  No.  137 
— Armstrong  County — to  hatch  pheasant  chicks 
for  distribution  in  the  Southwest  Division  and 
the  lower  part  of  the  Northwest  Division — 
1953,  now  called  Southwest  Game  Farm,  1957. 

Game  Fund  available  to  Game  Commission  as  soon 
as  monies  paid  into  State  Treasury — 1917. 

Game  Fund — The  Commission  may  authorize  the 
drawing  of  a requisition  upon  the  Game  Fund 
within  six  years  instead  of  12  months  for  the  re- 
fund of  fees,  fines  or  other  monies  erroneously 
or  unjustly  collected — 1956. 

Game  Kill  Report,  annual  compulsory  requirement 
eliminated — 1945. 

Game  Lands,  C.W.A.,  C.C.C.  and  W.P.A.,  spent 
S4, 000,000  on  expansion — 1933-1934. 

Game  Law,  first  one  enacted  for  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania— 1721. 

Game  Laws  codified  and  known  as  “The  Game  Law 
of  Pennsylvania”— 1923 ; license  fee  to  $1.25; 
recodified — 1937. 

Game  News  first  printed — -April,  1932 — first  pub- 
lished in  mimeographed  form— April,  1930. 

Game,  unlawful  to  shoot  from  automobile — 1917. 

Game,  possession,  lawfully  killed,  excepting  migra- 
tory game,  permitted  up  to  and  including  July  1 
of  the  following  year,  without  a permit — 1951. 
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Game,  lawfully  killed,  subject  of  larceny — 1929. 

Game  Propagation  Areas  authorized  by  law — 1937. 

Game  Protectors  killed  and  injured  enforcing  law — 
1906. 

Game  Protector — first  written  exams  for  position  of 
—1924. 

Game  Refuge  Law,  first — 1905. 

Game  Refuge  Law — auxiliary — 1917. 

Game  Trapping  and  Transfer  Program  started  on  a 
Statewide  basis — 1937-1938. 

Gift  of  Land — 80.5  acres  of  land  in  Cold  Spring 
Township,  Lebanon  County,  an  interior  holding 
in  State  Game  Lands  No.  211  (formerly  known 
as  “Camp  Shand”)  authorized  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  Game  Commission  by  Department  of  Prop- 
erty & Supplies,  with  consent  of  Department  of 
Military  Affairs  and  the  Governor — 1956. 
(P.  L.  1672,  effective  May  24,  1956.) 

Governor,  first,  of  Pennsylvania — 1790-1799,  Thos. 
MifiBin. 

Great  Law  of  Pennsylvania  was  enacted — 1682. 

Groundhogs — or  Woodchucks — first  classed  as 
game  and  given  protection — 1937. 

Guns  discharging  a .22  or  .25  caliber  rim  fire  car- 
tridge prohibited  in  killing  big  game — ^1939. 

Guns,  loaded,  possession  forbidden  in  automobiles 
—1937. 

Guns,  automatic,  prohibited  in  hunting  game — 
1907 — Pennsylvania  first  state  to  bar  these  guns. 

Guns — unlawful  to  use  more  than  three  shells  at  a 
time  in  a magazine  shotgun  or  pump  gun — 1937. 

Guns- — shot,  semi-automatic,  legalized  for  hunting 
small  game,  predators,  and  unprotected  birds — 
1951. 

Guns,  uncased  and  unwrapped,  and  loose  ammu- 
nition, permitted  in  vehicles  at  any  time,  pro- 
vided guns  are  unloaded — 1951. 


Hatchery,  Southwest  Pheasant,  started  on  State 
Game  Lands  137,  Armstrong  County — 1952. 
Hawks,  there  are  twelve  species  in  Pennsylvania. 


Hawks  Given  Protection — All  hawks  given  protec- 
tion during  months  of  September  and  October  in 
an  area  in  eastern  Pennsylvania,  bounded  roughly 
by  a line  beginning  at  Easton,  thence  southwest 
along  U.  S.  Highway  Route  No.  22  to  Harris- 
burg; thence  north  along  the  Susquehanna  River 
to  Muncy;  thence  northeast  along  State  Routes 
Nos.  405,  115  and  29  to  State  line;  thence  east 
and  south  along  State  line  to  Easton — 1957.  (Act 
No.  43,  effective  September  1,  1957.) 

Herons  put  on  list  of  protected  birds — 1923. 

Hungarian  Partridges  first  stocked  in  1925 — pur- 
chased from  Czecho-Slovakia. 

Hunting  permitted  on  all  lands  under  Wm.  Penn’s 
Charter — 1683. 

Hunting  game  birds  at  night  prohibited — 1951. 

Hunting,  Sunday  prohibited — 1878. 

Hunting  hours  during  any  open  season  in  October 
for  hunting  any  game  exclusively  with  bows  and 
arrows  are  extended  from  7:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m., 
E.S.T.  to  6:00  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.,  E.S.T. — 1955. 


Intoxicated  or  under  influence  of  drugs,  unlawful  to 
use  firearms  or  bow  and  arrow — 1937. 
Independence — Province  of  Penna.  declared — Eng- 
land—1776. 


Jacklighting — early  settlers  used  pitch  pine  knot 
torches  for. 


Kalbfus,  Dr.  Joseph,  of  Harrisburg,  second  Secre- 
tary of  Commission — 1898-1919. 

Kalbfus,  Dr.  Joseph,  killed  in  an  automobile  acci- 
dent— August  10,  1919. 
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Kelly,  E.  W.  “Woody” — Field  Superintendent  of 
Game  Refuges,  killed  in  an  automobile  accident 
with  Dr.  Kalbfus — August  10,  1919. 


Lands  and  Waters,  Acquisition  of.  By  U.  S. — Ac- 
quisition of  lands  and  waters  anywhere  in  the 
Commonwealth,  except  in  Delaware  County,  pro- 
vided— 1957.  Act  No.  347,  effective  July  10, 
1957.) 

Larceny,  game  lawfully  killed  made  subject  of — 
1929. 

License  fee,  nonresident  hunter’s  first  established 
$10—1901. 

nonresident  hunter’s  increased  from  $10  to  $15 
—1923. 

nonresident  hunter’s  increase  to  $20 — 1949. 
nonresident  trapper’s  first  established — $25 — 
1949. 

resident  hunter’s  $1.00,  first  established  in  1913. 
resident  hunter’s,  increased  to  $1.25 — 1923. 
resident  hunter’s  license,  increased  to  $2.00 — 
1927. 

resident  hunter’s  license,  increased  to  $3.15 — 
1949. 

resident  hunter’s — .75  from  each  earmarked  for 
land  purchase  and  land  management — 1927. 
resident  hunter’s — .75  provision  repealed  and 
$1.25  earmarked  for  food  and  cover,  purchase 
of  game,  etc. — 1949. 

License  Fund,  Hunters’,  money  made  available  to 
Game  Commission  for  first  two-year  accumula- 
tion— 1915. 

License,  Resident  Hunters’  Law  first  enacted — fee 
$1.00—1913. 

License  revocations  first  authorized  by  Game  Com- 
mission— 1923. 

revocations  mandatory  for  killing  a deer  or  a 
bear  illegally  at  any  other  time  than  during  re- 
spective season — 1953. 

revocation  period,  maximum  for  first  offense,  in- 
creased from  2 to  3 years — 1953. 
revocations,  petitions  for  review,  shall  be  heard 
by  court  of  common  pleas  of  county  of  legal 
residence  of  resident  licensee,  and  Dauphin 
County  in  case  of  nonresident — 1953. 
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revocations — ^responsibility  for  placed  in  Depart- 
ment of  Revenue- — -1929. 
revocations — responsibility  for  returned  to  Game 
Commission — 1937. 

Licenses,  hunting,  maximum  number  complimen- 
tary, increased  from  25  to  100 — 1953. 

Licenses,  hunters’,  responsibility  for  issuance 
placed  in  Department  of  Revenue — 1929. 
resident,  free  (last  season  issued  1951 — because 
of  official  end  of  war)  authorized  for  members 
of  armed  forces — 1945. 

License  tags — 

hunting,  made  of  Fabrikoid — 1913-1923. 
hunting,  made  of  aluminum — 1924. 
hunting,  made  of  tin  plate — 1925-1941. 
hunting,  made  of  vulcanized  fibre  until  present 
time — 1942. 

License  year,  present,  established — 1931 — Septem- 
ber 1-August  31. 

Licenses,  The  number  of  complimentary  hunting  li- 
censes the  Game  Commission  may  issue  in  one 
year  to  special  persons,  was  increased  from  25 
to  100—1953. 


Mastodon  remains  found  in  Port  Kennedy  cave 
near  Valley  Forge  and  in  Huntingdon  County 
near  Saltillo — 1870. 

Menagerie  Permit  no  longer  necessary  for  menag- 
erie exhibit  at  county  fairs  or  when  sponsored  by 
sportsmen’s  clubs — 1949. 

Mourning  doves  placed  on  open  shooting  list — 
1945. 


Night  hunting  of  all  game  animals,  excepting  rac- 
coons, forbidden — 1917. 
of  ruffed  grouse  first  banned — 1897. 
prohibited  for  all  protected  game  birds — 1907. 
Nonresident  hunters’  license  fee  first  established — 
$10—1901. 

increased  to  $15 — 1923. 
increased  to  $20 — 1949. 

Nonresident  trappers’  license  fee  $25  established — 
1949. 
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Owls,  there  are  seven  species  in  Pennsylvania  (not 
including  the  Snowy  or  Great  Gray). 


Part  or  Parts  of  Birds  or  Animals — Penalty  section 
of  the  Game  Law  (Section  731,  Clause  “q”) 
amended  to  make  penalties  applicable  to  “the 
whole  or  any  substantial  part  or  parts”  of  birds 
or  animals — 1956.  (P.  L.  1736,  effective  Mav 
24,  1956.) 

Passenger  pigeons,  act  prohibiting  killing  or  dis- 
turbing on  roosts  or  nesting  grounds — 1875. 
nonresident  required  to  pay  $50  for  license  to 
trap  or  net  these  birds — 1875. 

Penalty  increased  from  $10  to  $25  for  failure  to 
stop  vehicle  upon  signal  from  officer  in  full  uni- 
form— 1953. 

Penalty  provided  for  shooting  person  in  mistake  for 
wild  game — 1921. 

Penn  landed  in  Pennsylvania  at  Chester — October 
29,  1682. 

Pennsylvania  Constitution  adopted— 1776;  revised 
1790;  1838;  1873. 

Pennsylvania,  first  permanent  settlements  estab- 
lished by  Swedes — 1634. 

Pennsylvania  Board  of  Game  Commissioners  cre- 
ated— 1895. 

Pennsylvania  Game  Commission — changed  from 
Board  of  Game  Commissioners — 1937. 

Pennsylvania  governed  by  a Supreme  Executive 
Council— 1776-1790. 

Pennsylvania  issues  one-tenth  of  the  hunting  licenses 
in  the  United  States. 

Pennsylvania’s  first  elected  Governor — Thomas  Mif- 
flin—1790-1799. 

Pennsylvania  State  Sportsmen’s  Association  formed 
at  Corry — 1890. 

Pens  and  pitfalls  prohibited  in  taking  bears — 1915. 
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Permit  eliminated  to  retain  in  posesssion  live  rac- 
coons taken  legally — 1951. 

Permits  to  possess  flesh  of  game  legally  killed  for 
six  months  beyond  60-day  legal  possession  period 
—1947.  (Repealed  1951.) 

Permits,  Special  Dog  Training  Areas  for  one  county 
increased  from  4 to  6—1949. 

Pheasant  chicks,  day-old,  program  inaugurated  giv- 
ing them  to  sportsmen’s  clubs — 1933. 

Pheasants,  hen,  protected — 1923. 

ringnecks,  first  stocked  in  1915.  (2096  released.) 

Pheasants  first  stocked  in  large  numbers  in  1934. 

Philadelphia  was  capital  of  the  United  States — 
1790-1800. 

Poison,  Exposure  of — Penal  Code  of  1939  amended 
to  authorize  exposure  of  poison  to  meadow  mice 
and  pine  mice  threatening  nursery  or  orchard 
crops — 1957.  (Act  No.  79,  effective  May  17, 
1957.) 

Population  of  Pennsylvania  in  1950 — 10,462,628. 

Possession  of  lawfully  killed  game,  excepting  mi- 
gratory game,  permitted  up  to  and  including  July 
1st  of  following  year,  without  a permit — 1951. 

Prisoner  in  a county  jail,  game  law  violator.  Game 
Commission  required  to  pay  County  $1.00  per 
day  maintenance — 1949. 

Propagation  of  ringneck  pheasants  first  attempted 
by  Game  Commission  by  supplying  eggs  to  refuge 
keepers  for  hatching  and  rearing — 1928. 

Province  of  Pennsylvania  declared  its  independence 
of  England — 1776. 

Pump  guns,  unlawful  to  use  more  than  three  shells 
at  one  time  in  a pump  gun  or  magazine  shotgun 
—1937. 

Purchase  Price  per  Acre,  maximum,  that  may  be 
paid  for  State  Game  Lands,  increased  from  $30 
to  $100 — -1956.  (P.  L.  1736,  effective  May  24, 

1956.) 


Quail  propagation  first  started  at  Eastern  Game 
Farm — 1931. 
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Rabies  eradication  campaign,  conducted  by  Game 
Commission  with  cooperation  of  Agriculture  and 
Health  Departments,  in  following  number  coun- 
ties or  parts  of  counties:  southeast  9;  northeast 
11;  western  Pennsylvania  2 — February  27-May  1 
—1952. 

Rabies,  Commission  shall,  upon  notice  from  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture,  that  any  county  is  in- 
fested with  rabies,  remove  all  protection  from  rac- 
coons or  declare  an  open  season  on  them,  or  di- 
rect the  killing  and  disposition  of  same  in  such 
manner  as  the  case  may  require — 1952, 

Rabbit,  San  Juan,  makes  it  unlawful  for  any  person 
in  Pennsylvania  to  import  into  this  Common- 
wealth a San  Juan  rabbit  imtil  after  August  31, 
1957.  Then  it  shall  still  be  unlawful  unless  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture,  after  conferring  with 
the  Game  Commission,  decides  that  this  rabbit  is 
not  destructive  to  farms,  etc.,  and  is  not  a nuis- 
ance— 1955. 

Raccoons,  Commission  required  to  remove  protec- 
tion from  raccoons  in  any  county  infested  with 
rabies,  upon  certification  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture — 1952. 

Raccoons  declared  a game  animal — 1933. 

Raccoons,  hve,  taken  legally,  permit  eliminated  to 
retain  in  possession — 1951, 

Raven  put  on  protected  hst — 1923. 

Refunds — authorizes  the  Game  Commission  to  re- 
fund fees,  fines,  or  other  moneys  not  only  errone- 
ously but  also  unjustly  collected — 1955. 

Regulated  Shooting  Grounds,  alternate  boundary 
marking  method  provided — 1947. 
bobwhite  quail  added  to  hst  of  game  birds  that 
may  be  killed — 1949. 

establishment  first  authorized  by  law — 1937. 
season  extended  on  all  to  end  last  day  of  Febru- 
ary, instead  of  December  31 — 1951. 
special  three-day  license  provided  for  nonresi- 
dents to  hunt  on — at  cost  of  S3. 15 — -1953. 

Report  required  to  Game  Commission  of  all  big 
game  animals  killed — 1945. 
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Resident  Hunters’  License  Fee  increased  to  $2.00 — 
1927 — increased  to  $3.15 — 1949. 

Resident  Hunters’  License  enacted  fee  $1.00 — 1913. 

Retriever  Trials,  period  for,  lengthened  to  extend 
from  October  1 to  March  31,  instead  of  from 
October  15  to  December  31 — 1951. 

Revocation  of  hunters’  licenses  by  Game  Commis- 
sion first  authorized — 1923. 
authorized  by  Department  of  Revenue  upon  rec- 
ommendation of  Game  Commission — 1929. 
responsibility  again  placed  on  Game  Commis- 
sion— 1937. 

Revocation,  petitions  for  review  of  license  revoca- 
tions shall  be  heard  by  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  the  county  of  the  legal  residence  of  the 
licensee  in  the  case  of  a resident;  and  by  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Dauphin  County  in  the  case 
of  a nonresident — 1953. 

Revocation  of  License — the  maximum  license  revo- 
cation period  for  a first  offender  was  increased 
from  two  to  three  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Game  Commission — 1953. 

Revocation — mandatory  license  revocation  required 
in  addition  to  cash  penalties  as  prescribed,  for 
unlawfully  killing  a deer,  three  years,  and  a bear 
five  years,  at  any  other  time  than  during  any 
regular  deer  or  bear  seasons — 1953. 

Rifle,  Pennsylvania,  developed — 1730. 

Rights  to  erect  and  operate  towers,  etc.,  for  broad- 
casting of  television.  Game  Commission  may 
grant  permits — 1953. 

Ringneck  pheasants,  first  stocked  in  large  numbers 
—1934. 

Ruffed  grouse  made  “State  Game  Bird” — 1931. 
night  hunting  first  banned — 1897. 


Safety  zone  established  around  occupied  buildings 
—1937. 

provisions  broadened  to  forbid  hunting  for,  chas- 
ing, or  disturbing  wild  birds  or  animals  therein 
—1947. 
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“Scalp  Act”  passed  to  include  weasels,  hawks  and 
all  but  3 species  of  owls — 1885. 

Salt  licks  for  killing  deer  first  forbidden— 1897. 

School,  Conservation,  training  perid  increased  from 
nine  months  to  one  year — 1946. 

School,  permanent  Conservation  School  established 
—1936. 

School  of  Conservation  for  Student  Officers — First 
class  enrolled  in  first  school  of  its  kind  in  entire 
country — to  our  knowledge — July  2,  1936-Feb- 
ruary  28,  1937  with  27  men  graduating. 

Second  class  enrolled  June  20,  1937-February  28, 
1938  with  25  Pennsylvania  men  and  2 men 
from  State  of  North  Carolina  Conservation 
Commission  graduating. 

Third  class  enrolled  June  7,  1941-February  28, 
1942,  with  24  men  graduating. 

Fourth  class  enrolled  June  1,  1946-May  31,  1947, 
with  28  men  graduating. 

Fifth  class  enrolled  June  1,  1948-May  27,  1949, 
with  25  Pennsylvania  men  and  1 man  from 
State  of  Washington  Game  Commission  grad- 
uating. 

Sixth  class  enrolled  May  1,  1950-April  28,  1951, 
with  20  men  graduating. 

Seventh  class  enrolled.  May  28,  1952-March  28, 
1953,  with  12  men  graduating. 

Eighth  class  enrolled,  June  30,  1956,  20  students 
enrolled,  with  18  men  completing  the  course. 

School,  Training,  established  lor  in-service  training 
of  employes — 1932. 

Search  warrants.  Game  Commission  required  to  pay 
costs  when  nothing  is  found — 1949. 

Seasons  and  bag  limits.  Game  Commission  first 
given  discretionary  power  to  fix — 1925. 

Seasons  and  bag  limits.  Game  Commission  given 
broader  power  in  the  establishment  of — 1937. 

Secretary,  first,  of  Commission,  Dr.  B.  H.  Warren, 
West  Chester — 1896-1898. 

second,  of  Commission,  Dr.  Joseph  Kalbfus,  of 
Harrisburg — 1898-1919. 

Shooting  of  a person  in  mistake  lor  game,  penalty 
provided — 1921. 

Snaring  of  game  birds  forbidden — 1869. 

Song  and  insectivorous  birds  first  protected — 1889. 
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Southwest  Pheasant  Hatchery  started  on  State  Game 
Lands  No.  137,  Armstrong  County — 1952. 

Squirrels,  red  and  gray  classed  as  predators,  bounty 
at  3 pence  per  head — 1749. 

State  Game  Lands,  first  purchase  made — 1920. 
(Elk  County.) 

State  Game  Lands,  passage  of  law  authorizing  pur- 
chase— 1919. 

State  Game  Lands,  fixed  charges  in  lieu  of  taxes, 
increased — 1949. 

State  Game  Lands,  expansion  of,  C.W.A.,  C.C.C. 
and  W.P.A.— $4,000,000. 

State  Game  Lands  to  Curtis  Wright — authorized  the 
Department  of  Property  and  Supplies  to  convey 
to  the  Curtis  Wright  Corporation  for  aircraft 
experimental  and  testing  operations  approxi- 
mately 300  acres  of  State  Game  Lands  No.  34,  in 
Cameron,  Clearfield  and  Elk  counties  by  sale, 
and  about  900  additional  acres  by  lease^ — 1955. 

Steel  traps  forbidden  in  taking  bears — 1911. 

Sunday  game  hunting  first  prohibited — 1878. 

Supreme  Executive  Council — Penna.  Governed  by 
-1776-1790. 

Swedes,  established  first  permanent  settlements 
within  present  limits  of  Pennsylvania — 1643. 
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Tagging  of  big  game  killed,  required,  immediately 
—1945. 

Tagging  parts  of  big  game  carcasses  for  possession 
or  transportation  eliminated  from  law — 1951. 

Tags  required  before  shipping  raws  furs  out  of 
State,  law  repealed — 1953. 

Television,  broadcasting,  etc.,  of.  Game  Commis- 
sion may  issue  permits  granting  rights  to  erect 
towers,  etc. — 1953. 

Timber  from  State  Game  Lands,  sale  first  author- 
ized— 1936. 

Tobyhanna  Military  Reservation — 14,000  acres  of 
this  tract  deeded  to  the  Game  Commission  by  the 
U.  S.  War  Department,  May  5,  1949,  for  wildlife 
management  purposes. 

Trapping  of  game  birds  forbidden — 1869. 

Traps  set  by  Commission  employes  or  agents,  un- 
lawful to  disturb — 1947. 

Trespass  Law  amended  giving  lessee  or  occupant  of 
land  the  right  to  post,  as  well  as  owner — 1943. 
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Uniformed,  field  officers  of  Commission  first — 1929. 


Venison  and  other  game  placed  on  free  lunch  coun- 
ters of  better  saloons  in  Pittsburgh  and  Phila- 
delphia—1850-1885. 

Veterans,  disabled,  suffering  from  paraplegia  or 
hemiplegia,  or  double  amputees,  service-incurred, 
may  be  given  free  permits  from  the  Game  Com- 
mission to  hunt  from  automobiles— 1951. 

Veterans,  resident,  with  service-incurred  disability, 
to  be  granted  free  hunting  licenses— 1949. 


Warren,  Dr.  B.  H.,  of  West  Chester,  first  secretary 
of  Commission — 1896-1898. 

Waterfowl  refuge,  first  one  in  State  established  at 
Pymatuning  Dam — 1935. 

Wild  ducks  and  geese,  unlawful  to  kill  with  a swivel 
or  punt  gun — 1878. 

Wild  ducks,  spring  shooting  prohibited — 1897. 
Wildlife  Act,  first  comprehensive  one  passed — 1873. 
Wildlife  Refuge  Projects,  Special,  authorized — 


1939. 


Wild  Turkey  Farm,  near  Honey  Grove,  acquired 
1929,  operations  started  1930 — abandoned — 


1945. 


Wild  Turkey  Farm,  near  Barbours,  Lycoming 
County,  acquired — 1945. 

Wild  Turkey  Mating  or  Propagating  Areas — 8 — 
established  early  in  1936. 

Wild  Turkey,  use  of  call  forbidden — 1909-1937. 
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